
Species of the Natural Temperate Lowland Grasslands in the ACT and Region 

This guide will assist in identifying some of the species you may find in the Natural 
Temperate Lowland Grasslands in the ACT and surrounding Region. The best time 
to see the species in this brochure varies but generally the wildflowers are best 
seen here in the months Sep-Nov. 
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Orchids

Greenhood Orchids
Pterostylis spp.

20cm LS

Leopard 
Orchids/�Golden Moths

Diuris spp. 30cm SP

Common Onion 
Orchid

Microtis unifolia 40cm JFG

Daisies

Yellow Buttons
Chrysocephalum 

apiculatum 20cm WP

Clustered Everlasting
Chrysocephalum 

semipapposum 60cm GK

Billy Buttons
Craspedia spp.
25-60cm GK

Bear’s Ears
Cymbonotus lawsonianus 

5cm KN

Sticky Everlasting
Xerochrysum viscosum

80cm LS

Cotton Fireweed
Senecio quadridentatus

1m KN

Common Sunray
Triptilodiscus pygmaeus

10cm JFG

Fuzzweed
Vittadinia cuneata var. 

cuneata 40cm LS

New Holland Daisy
Vittadinia gracilis

10-40cm GK

Lillies

Nodding Chocolate Lily
Arthropodium fimbriatum 

1m  GK

Bulbine Lily
Bulbine bulbosa

50cm WP

Blue Grass Lily
Caesia calliantha

20cm AR

Smooth Flax Lily
Dianella longifolia var. 

longifolia 1m JFG

Twining Fringe Lily
Thysanotus patersonii

Twiner GK

Yellow Rush Lily
Tricoryne elatior

50cm LS

Shrubs

Daphne Heath
Brachyloma daphnoides

60cm LS

Australian Blackthorn
ursaria spinosa subsp. 

lasiophylla 4m GK

Cassinia
Cassinia spp.

2m LS

Urn Heath
Melichrus urceolatus

1m GK

Narrow-leaved Bitterpea
Daviesia mimosoides subsp. 

mimosoides 2m LS GK

Australian Indigo
Indigofera australis subsp. 

australis 2m GA CR

Grasses

Common Wheatgrass
Anthosachne scaber

30 -100cm IB

Purple Wiregrass
Aristida ramosa
50 – 100cm KN

Wallaby Grasses
Rytidosperma spp.

50cm LS

Speargrasses
Austrostipa spp.

50cm JFG

Redgrass, Redleg Grass
Bothriochloa macra

30-80cm JFG

Windmill Grass
Chloris truncata

50cm IB

Lovegrasses
Eragrostis spp.

30cm – 100cm JFG

Weeping Grass
Microlaena stipoides var. 
stipoides 30 – 70cm IB

Hairy Panic
Panicum effusum

70cm LS

Snowgrasses
Poa sieberiana vars.

50 – 100cm KN

Kangaroo Grass
Themeda triandra

30 -150cm JFG

Barbed-wire Grass
Cymbopogon refractus

to 1m RB

Forbs

Sheep’s Burr
Acaena ovina

50cm LS

Australian Bindweed
Convolvulus angustissimus 

subsp. angustissimus 
Trailing JFG

Slender Tick Trefoil
Desmodium varians

Trailing LS

Parrotpeas
Dillwynia spp.

1m GK

Pale Sundew
Drosera peltata

50cm GK

Climbing Saltbush
Einadia nutans subsp. 
nutans Sprawling LS

Blue Storksbill
Erodium crinitum

50cm JFG

Blue Devil
Eryngium ovinum

60cm JFG

A Cudweed
Euchiton sp.

50cm KN

Geraniums
Geranium spp.
Sprawling JFG

Glycine Pea
Glycine tabacina

Creeping JFG

Scrambled Eggs
Goodenia pinnatifida

40cm JFG
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Forbs

Hoary Guniea Flower
Hibbertia obtusifolia

40cm LS

Creeping Hovea
Hovea heterophylla

Trailing GK

Stinking Pennywort
Hydrocotyle laxiflora.

Creeping LS

Small St John’s Wort
Hypericum gramineum

40cm KN

Native Oxalis
Oxalis perennans.

Creeping KN

Native Pelargonium
Pelargonium australe

50cm LS

A Riceflower
Pimelea curviflora.

30cm LS

Heathy Bushpea
Pultenaea procumbens

50cm GK

Creamy Candles
Stackhousia monogyna

70cm WP

Grass Triggerplant
Stylidum graminifolium

30 cm LS

Native Bluebell
Wahlenbergia 

capillaris* 50cm IB

A Bluebell
Wahlenbergia sp.

70cm JFG

Threatened Species = Flora

Button Wrinklewort
Rutidosis leptorhynchoides 

Ee – 30cm RF

Tarengo Leek Orchid
Prasophyllum petilum

Ee – 25cm AR

Golden Moth
Diuris pedunculata

Ee – 15cm MB

Silky Swainson-pea
Swainsona sericea

v – 10cm GK

Michelago Parrot-pea
Dillwynia glaucula

e – 2.5m RF

Creeping Hop-bush
Dodonaea procumbens

Vv – 10cm RF

Dwarf Kerrawang
Rulingia prostrata

Ee – trailing RF

Austral Toadflax 
Thesium australe

Vv – 40cm JB

Ginninderra Peppercress
Lepidium ginninderrense 

Ve – 20cm JFGF

Aromatic Peppercress
Lepidium hyssopifolium

Ee - 30-50cm SC

Monaro Golden Daisy
Rutidosis leiolepis

Vv – 30cm RR

Hoary Sunray (white form)
Leucochrysum albicans 

var. tricolor
E – 30cm LS

Threatened Species = Flora & Fauna

Mauve Burr-daisy
Calotis glandulosa

Vv – 20cm RF

Pink-tailed Worm-lizard
Aprasia parapulchella

Vv - JW

Striped Legless Lizard
Delma impar

Vv - JW

Perunga Grasshopper
Perunga ochracea

v - DW

Diamond Firetail
Stagonopleura guttata

v - GD

Little Whip Snake
Suta flagellum

v - DH

Golden Sun Moth
Synemon plana

CEe - DW

Canberra Grassland Earless Dragon
Tympanocryptis lineata CEce

Ee - JW

Forbs

Early Nancy
Wurmbea dioica subsp. 
dioica. Ee – 30cm JFG

Common Woodruff
Asperula conferta

20cm IB

Australian Stonecrop
Crassula sieberiana

20cm IB

Variable Plantain
Plantago varia

12cm IB

Smooth Solenogyne
Solenogyne dominii

Flat IB

Willowherb
Epilobium sp.

30cm JFG

Ferns, Rushes & Sedges

Rock Fern
Cheilanthes 

austrotenuifolia 20cm LS

Knob Sedge
Carex inversa
10-30 cm JFG

Rushes
Juncus spp.
To 1m GK

Wattle Matrush
Lomandra filiformis

50cm GK

Common Bogsedge
Schoenus apogon

20cm JFG

Tussock Sedge
Carex appressa
40-120cm JFG

Natural Temperate Lowland Grasslands in the ACT and Region
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Mapping data provided by 
the ACT Government and the 
Department of Territory and 
Municipal Services.
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The ACT has lost significant 
portion of its natural 
temperate grasslands 
since the 1750s, and this 
ecosystem is now listed in 
the territory and nationally 
as critically endangered. 
These grasslands support 
unique flora and fauna, 
which organisations across 
the ACT are actively working 
to conserve.


