
Original 
range of natural 
temperate grasslands

A critically
endangered
ecosystem
Prior to colonisation, native grasslands and
grassy woodlands ecological communities
made up around 24% of the South Eastern
Highlands region.

Today, less than 1% of these grasslands
remain. 

Natural Temperate Grasslands (NTG) are
natural grassy meadows with less than 10%
tree cover. The dominant grasses are
Kangaroo Grass and Spear Grass. Many soft
flowering plants, including forbs and orchids,
are also present.

These grasslands are incredibly biodiverse,
and are home to many reptiles, birds, insects,
kangaroos, wallabies, fungi and bacteria.

NATURAL
TEMPERATE
GRASSLANDS

YOUR GUIDE TO

of the South Eastern Highlands

Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment
and Water - Threatened species pages
dcceew.gov.au/environment/biodiversity/threatened

Online Resources

This project is funded by the Australian Government 
Natural Heritage Trust (NHT) and delivered by 

ACT Natural Resource Management, a member of the
Commonwealth Regional Delivery Partners panel.

ACT Govt - Environment, Planning, Sustainable
Development  Department (EPSDD) website 
environment.act.gov.au

ARCGIS maps - ACTmapi 
actmapi.act.gov.au

Friends of Grasslands    fog.org.au

Canberra Nature Map canberra.naturemapr.org

Grasslands remnants in the ACT (urban / peri-urban)
Source: ACTmapi Environmental map (modified)

Source: https://www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/
biodiversity/threatened/communities/nsw-act

Photo: K Hodgkinson

Compiled by: Landcare ACT, 2025



Pink-tailed Worm Lizard

The tubers of this perennial forb
were an important food source for
many Aboriginal people living all
along the south east of Australia. Friends of 

Grasslands

Supporting native grassy ecosystems

Golden Sun Moth

Yam Daisy

Urbanisation and Agriculture

Invasive Species

Fragmentation

Natural Temperate Grasslands
are home to at least 19

nationally listed threatened
species, and provide habitat for

many other native species,
including insects, mammals

and birds, some of which only
occur in grasslands. 

Males fly low over grasslands for just a few weeks in
early summer, searching for females basking on
grasses. They are easily identified by their golden
hindwings.

Once widespread, “pinkies” are
now only found in a few
grassland sites. They live
under rocks, and feed on the
eggs and larvae of certain ant
species.

Grasslands were highly prized by early settlers for
grazing and cropping, which has significantly
modified native grasslands through selective
grazing, compaction by hooved feet, and the
addition of nutrients that favour invasive species
over natives. Grasslands have also been destroyed
by urban development. 

A significant problem across Australia, invasive
species disrupt local ecosystems and outcompete
native species in grassland communities. Many of
the worst invasive plant species are “transformer”
weeds, which further alter the growing conditions to
the detriment of native species.

Many ecological functions rely on large, connected
areas. Most remnant grasslands are small, isolated
patches. This fragmentation reduces the ability of
the remnant patches to function effectively,
increasing the incursions of invasive species,
reducing habitat size and population connectivity,
and increasing human-wildlife conflict.

HABITAT SERVICES

KEY THREATING PROCESSES

Garden Escapees & Inappropriate Trees
Many common garden plants can spread easily into
nearby grasslands, where they become pests,
displacing native species. 
Trees are also a threat to grasslands, as they
change the growing conditions needed for natural
temperate grassland species to thrive.

CULTURAL VALUE
Aboriginal people have known 

and appreciated the value of
native grasslands for centuries. 
Grassland species provide food,

fibre, medicine and many other
valuable resources, and still

have important cultural value
today. 

Kangaroo Grass
Often the dominant species in
Natural Temperate Grasslands,
Kangaroo Grass was used as a
fibre, and its mature seeds were
used to make flour.

ECOSYSTEM SERVICES
Grasslands play a crucial role in maintaining soil
structure and fertility, preventing erosion, cooling
the soil, and promoting water infiltration. They also
act as carbon sinks, helping to store carbon in their
root systems and soils.

Our landscapes have changed significantly in the
last 250 years. This watercolour painting by
Robert Hoddle in about 1830 demonstrates the
grassland-dominated landscape of Ginninderra
Creek Catchment in pre-colonial times.

HOW YOU CAN HELP
There are a number of ways you can help care
for our Natural Temperate Grasslands:

Support conservation organisations working
on grassland protection and restoration.

Volunteer with your local Landcare, ParkCare
or Friends of Grasslands group - check out
out the Landcare ACT website to find one
near you - landcareact.org.au/get-involved

Learn more about grassland ecosystems

Photo: Mulligans Flat Sanctuary
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Some great resources include:
the Ngunnawal Plant Use guidebook
the Grassland Flora field guide for
the Southern Tablelands, and
Land of Sweeping Plains ebook


